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interested pathologists: a failing possibly mitigated by the
lack of a reliable baseline in existing books.
So what can surgical pathologists do to emulate their
ancient forebears? Most rely on experience, supported by a
selection of books to jog the memory, widen the palette of
pathological possibilities and, as a last resort, aid in the
process of wallpaper matching, for a diagnosis can only be
made if you are aware of the possibility of its existence. The
multi-volume Atlas of Tumor Pathology, produced by the
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in Washington and
universally known to pathologists as the 'Fascicles', stand as
a benchmark in surgical pathology.
Produced in house to a high print quality and virtually
cost price they are usually the best place to look for that rare
condition that evades the seeking eye in many other books
on the shelf. I have never seen the Fascicle from the first
series, produced over 30 years ago in loose leaf form, by Dr
Herbert Z. Lund. The second series were produced as bound
monographs. Most departments must have a set, but sadly
there was no Fascile on skin tumours. The third series will
appear with Juan Rosai as the Editor. If he maintains the
standards of the previous series and of his own book of
surgical pathology, widely regarded as the best available,
then we can expect even greater things.
The first two Fascicles of the third series have appeared
together: the first, on 'Non-Melanocytic Tumors of the Skin'
by Murphy and Elder and the second on 'Melanocytic
Tumors of the Skin' by Elder and Murphy.
Fascicle 1 provides a survey of epidermal, adnexal, lym-
phoid and dermal stromal tumours. Some aspects of soft
tissue tumours are excluded, because they will be covered in
a subsequent Fascicle. The descriptions and classifications
that are used are clearly stated, and follow a logical path.
The illustrations are uniformly good. Most are half tones,
but there are also several pages of colour photographs used
to illustrate the clinical appearance of some of the tumours.
The text gives for each entitity a definition, a description of
clinical and histologic features and where relevant a discus-
sion of the differential diagnosis.
Fascicle 2 is even more interesting because it is the first
real opportunity that we have had to read a sustained state-
ment from the group in Philadelphia that has provided such
a lead in the pathology of melanoma and dysplastic naevi.
After descriptions of the various kinds of benign nevi there is
a clear description of dysplastic nevi. The discussion of
melanoma included descriptions of the concepts of radial and
vertical growth phases and of the prognostic models that
they have developed. The Fascicle concludes with sections
describing unusual forms of melanoma, metastases and non-
neoplastic hyperpigmentations. Once again the figures are of
high quality and colour is used to show clinical appearances
of representative lesions.
These two Fascicles have succeeded in their aim of describ-
ing cutaneous tumours and in providing a baseline for their
diagnosis. Few if any entities are missing. The pathologist
who has copies by the microscope will have scant excuse for
ignorance or misinterpretation of the many varieties of skin
tumours described here and with their aid will be able to
adopt an aura of omnipotence in dermatological diagnosis.
At the price they are a bargain and must be an essential
purchase for every histopathology or dermatopathology
department.
N. Kirkham
Practical Radiotherapy Planning. Second Edition
J. Dobbs, A. Barrett and D. Ash, London: Edward Arnold,
1991, 303 pp. £40.00.
The first edition of Practical Radiotherapy Planning filled an
important gap and has become a standard text for all
radiotherapists in training. There can be few radiotherapy
department libraries without a copy.
The second edition has been significantly updated and
expanded. It contains two new chapters, one on the prin-
ciples of brachytherapy and another dealing with bone and
soft tissues sarcomas. In addition sections on brachytherapy
have been added to those chapters where this technique can
make an important contribution to treatment. The recom-
mendations of the ICRU for definitions of volumes and dose
specifications have been adopted and modifications made to
the text and illustrations accordingly.
The book is concise, well laid out and clearly illustrated. It
is highly recommended to all doctors, physicists and radio-
graphers involved in treatment planning.
M.Leslie
Film-Screen Mammography. An Atlas of Instructional Cases
L.W. Bassett, R. Jahanshahi, R.H. Gold & Y.A. Fu,
London: Martin Dunitz, 1991, 320 pp. £65.00.
The plain blue cover hides what I found to be a very
interesting book.
The authors are two Radiologists and two Pathologists
from Los Angeles, and consequently some of the advice given
in the book probably reflects the cautious practice in the
United States. For example, it was implied that most clusters
of stippled calcification should undergo histopathological
study - some of the examples shown were at the benign end
of the spectrum in my opinion. Of course biopsy will be
required in some cases, but I suspect that many British
practitioners would often adopt a 'wait and see' policy.
A brief introduction of only ten pages covers the basic
aspects of mammography, including a distillation of the
major studies of mammographic screening for breast cancer.
Several other important topics are covered by short pithy
sections.
The importance of the false negative mammogram is
emphasised and rightly so. The authors clearly state that
'mammography cannot be considered a substitute for biopsy
in the presence of suspicious clinical findings.' Please note -
clinicians and radiologists.
Most of the book is devoted to 54 cases in which the
readers are able to test their skills in interpreting a wide
range of pathologically proven cases. Typical examples of
malignant and benign disease are shown. There are also good
examples of benign disease masquerading as malignancy and
vice versa. Each example is preceded by a few words of
history followed by the mammograms which are reproduced
in full size. Each case is followed by a description of the
mammographic findings and discussion of the mammog-
raphic and pathological features. I found the discussions
extremely useful, containing many gems of useful inform-
ation.
Histological materials has been included quite extensively
as the book is aimed at oncologists, radiotherapists and
surgeons with an interest in breast disease, as well as
radiologists.
Most of the reproductions adequately demonstrate the
stated abnormality. There has been a problem in reproducing
some of the more subtle areas ofmicrocalcification which are
not clearly seen in a few of the examples. In one or two cases
the microcalcifications have been rendered completely invisi-
ble!
Despite my reservations about some of the illustrations, I
thoroughly enjoyed reading this book and learned a lot from
it. I believe all involved in the management of breast disease
would find something of interest here. Trainees in diagnostic
radiology in particular would enjoy reading this book and
therefore inclusion in the radiology department's library is
recommended.
A.J. Booth